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by many as a suitable time to effect their purchase by the state.
Five years' notice to the companies was, however, necessary, and
the question of the state ownership of railways had therefore to
be settled by May 1898.

A demand emanating from the popular initiative was pre-
pared in 1896, to the effect that the Confederation should take
in hand the management of the railways for five years, and then
should take over all the lines at twenty-five times the average
annual value. The Federal Council was about to bring in a bill
on the subject, and so the initiative demand was not presented,
although the requisite number of signatures was obtained. All
through 1897 the Assembly were occupied with the question,
and the bill authorising the repurchase was passed on the i5th
of October. A referendum was then demanded, and the measure
was finally carried in February by 386,634 votes to 182,718.
This is a very different result from that obtained in 1891, when
a proposal to buy up only one of the great lines was rejected.

The Federal Council have been working towards this end for
nearly half a century. The question came up in 1848, and the
Council reported in favour of state ownership in 1852, but the
Assembly could not then face the responsibility of developing
the railway system. In 1883 the government brought the ques-
tion up again, and suggested that the railways should be re-
purchased in 1888, but their efforts were unsuccessful. In 1887
the Council proposed that the Confederation should take over
the lines of the North-Eastern, but again the Assembly would
not support them.

In 1890, however, the Assembly seems to have changed its
attitude, and purchased so many shares in the Jura-Simplon
railway that they became entitled to a considerable voice in its
management. Then they passed a bill in 1891 authorising the
purchase of the " Central;' by the state. The measure was, how-
ever, rejected by the people. The bill on railway accounts passed
in 1896 had the effect of preparing popular opinion to receive
the larger question favourably, so that in February 1898 the
majority in favour of the state ownership of railways was double
#s large as the minority against. Public opinion has thus com-
pletely changed round since 1891.

It is proposed to divide the railway management'tip into five
districts, corresponding to the five great lines, with a general
directory above them. Only the five great lines are to be taken